ABRAHAM    LINCOLN

Stuart encouraged Lincoln to study law. Lincoln
himself tells us that 'after the election, he
borrowed books of Stuart, took them home with
him, and went at it in good earnest. He studied
with nobody. . . / In September 1836 he applied
for and was granted a law licence by the
Supreme Court of Illinois, and he was formally
enrolled in the following spring. On April i$,
1837, Lincoln arranged to become the law part-
ner of Stuart, and three days later he moved
from New Salem to Springfield to begin the
practice of the law.

So at last Lincoln had found a means of live-
lihood, and it was congenial. The partnership
with Stuart lasted until 1841, when it was dis-
solved because Stuart, who had been elected to
the House of Representatives in Washington in
1839, had not been able to devote more than a
fraction of his tune to the legal practice. Lincoln
then formed a partnership with Judge Stephen
T. Logan, whom he had known in his practice
on circuit, and who had retired from the bench
in 1837 to return to practice. Logan was
primarily interested in the law, and indeed stood
at the head of the Illinois bar, whereas Stuart
had devoted himself largely to politics, and knew
and cared little about the law. The change of
partnership was of benefit to Lincoln, Although
it did not last for more than three and a half
years, it gave Lincoln his most thorough and
constructive training in the law; it made him a
3*